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DEFECTORS PLAYI
A LARCE $PY R

| They Often Prbvide a: bec

I

. fpetion of an

intelligence of-!

g
A S v i fleer is often the equivalent of:
g ral direct penctration into his,
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adguarters and can paralyze!
fyr many months the service;
left behind ;

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17—k
n

Fig .
reountry's most experiencgd ‘in-
telligence expert, “the piprcing
,of secrets behind the Iroh and

The former Director
-Central

basic fund of knowledge”
the Communist world.

.adds, may be soldiers,
‘mats, scientists, enginecers,
- dancers, athletes *and, npt in-
rfrequently, intelligence offfers.”
sExemplifying the last |cate-
.gory was the fiction-likd epi-
‘sode at the International Dis-

by
by Sovict. and Swiss
embassy officials, Where were
the intprviews held? No im-
mediate] answer. (A. fine secret,
requiring United States-Soviet-
Swiss cgoperalion.) Where is he
now? No anmwer. Had he been
working for United States or
other ihtcllizenze eperations?
Had thp Russisn Government
found Hm out before he fled?
No anspvers.

There] are always more ques-
tions thhn answers in the field
of inidlizence. One obvious
questior] is: How important is
ue infqrmation obtalned from
| defectorf? In thn latest case, i
‘may be] vory importani. As a
‘mcmber] of the Soviet. disarma-
ment  delegation, Mr. Noscn-
‘ko was|in a position fo know
somethifs nbout Soviet defense
and dishrinament policies. n-
cluding |weapons in place and

I

I

ultiple Mysteries i

MAL assurance 1s there
that a defector is actually a de-|
fector? The bizarre world of:
secret intelligence, where things:
care not supposed 1o be what;
they secm, anyway, {s pecopled]
with double and triple agrents,
[phony  defectors and re-defee-
{ors.

Take some aspects of the
slrange story of Harold A. R.
i Philby, the former British dip-
ilomat who nearly rose to the

:top of one of the most important
gsections of British Intelligence
s before he finally joined two dip-
Jlomatic colleagues, Guy Bur-
igess and Donald MacLean, in
vdefection to the Soviet Union.

Philby, under suspicion of
being "a Soviet agent, had been
dismissed from the British For-
eign Service, He was in Beirut.

Lebanon, as a correspondent

armament Conference if Ge-lunder dpvelopment. e " "plicy newspaper, a job
ineva, where a member the) Perhaps wore mmpertant than arranged for him ,without his!
.Boviet delegation dropped out{that wailki he hiz reports on knowledge so that British In-
of sight. The Russians ‘Vaited|the stivhiire of the Soviel in- telligence could keep him under!
five days, then reported hls ab-|telligrnd o ization, his pér-fsurveillance. Several residents
sence to the Swiss police, sonal ashignmcyts, the kind offof Beirut also were asked to'
: Thereupon, the State D part- informaton the Sovict, authovi-[keep an eye on him informally.
meitt here announced thgt the,ties are fecking hesp days, the, The head of the Lebanese po-
missing man, Yuri I Nogenko, identitin] «g their seeret . con-' lee was asked to watch hin.
had requested political agylum tacts abfond, the persons in So-- Philby married a young wom-
in the United States. Fu}ther- viet -offifialdom, who, are trust- an who was among those asked
“more, sources here said, al- ed —or oot tgusted-—in: the to watch him. He was found to
though Mr. Nosenko waq list- Kremlin, ‘, . : ‘have sought to enlist the serv-
ed as an “expert” with the So- Chroufly varicus pieans, the: ices of a prominent Arab poli-:
viet delegation to the cqnfer- United iates obtning consider-; tician as & spy for—not Soviet,.
ence, he was actually a rahking able milifary, industrial and sci-! but British, Intellizence, The'
stalf officer of the Komitet entific ihformation .about the! amazed Arab immediately told
'Gossudarstvennol Bezopasjnosti Soviet Uhjon, What is difficult! nis cqually amazed contacts in,
;"(Committee of State Secyrity) to come by is the flavor of po-' British Intemgence_;ﬂ,r whon!
.or K.G.B. i litical ‘tl nhing within the So-, he was already working. Then
‘:'Details Secret ‘ Zle' hierhrehy, What premises: Philby diSappeaer and surfaced
‘Exactly when did Mr. Nos- ag&theg; |a.c(r::)ep§nrur %yyﬁ&dnzi latn}- in ’tlfe Snvm't Union. )
enikg come over? HOW?!J;]‘}'?‘HOW yd; O -year objectives?  Was Philby a Soviet spy? A
There were no clear a
Under pressure of Soviet| offi-
c¢lal demands ,and to insufe re- ,
clprecation some future [time,
Mr. . Nosenko  was  profuced,

ors tiey make their de-) British spy? A double agent?
oy, cisions? - - | Will he return to the West? And!
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lhas he anything to do with oth- humdrum routine from sources
er publicized delcctors, eastward;availibie lo il

or westward? If not Mr, Nos-i A rough breakdown by Harry
'enko, perhaps William  H.;Howe Ransom in his book, "Cen-
« Martin and Bernon F. Mitcheli, tral Intelligence and National
. the young Americans who wenthccuriLy." allotted press, radio
to the Sovict Union in.1960, pre-iand published documents 25 per
fsumably taking with them corlogcent; routine reports by the
.and cryptograph secpets of the|State Department and  other|
Natlonal Security Agchey, where, governmental agencies, 25 per
they had been employed. ‘eent; reports by military at-
And were any of them relateditachés and other sanctioned spe-
in conspiracy to Oleg Penliov-jciulists, 30 per cent, and clan-
sky, the high Russian official'destine operations, 20 per cent.
who was executed in Moscow, That does not mean the clan-
last June for passing seerets toidcstine role js insignificant. In
; the alleged Pritish business-intelligence gathering, nothing
- man, Grenville M. Wynne, whomiis insignificant, including the,in-
the Russians tried apd im-;formation that may be broughi|
prisoned. . by a defector-—even a phony de-

- to time mountied phony defec-!

“|said not to have indulged in

Kafka-csque World
Nothing is too- outlandish in

the Kafka-esque netherworld of
international  espionage, Fach

side presumably indulges in ils
share of unusual operations.
Thus, not only are phony «in.
fectors a possibility, but we.
have Mr, Dulles's word for if,
that the Soviet Union—not the

United States—has “from time,

i

tions.” ;

However, this is not  consid-
ered a satisfactory way of plant-
Ing an agent,’ Mr. Dulles ob-
served. A’ spurious defector
may pick up some information
on what is known or not known
about his country and the puh-
licity surrounding a dramatic
return to his homeland because
of “disillusionment” may prove
embarrassing to the country of
haven.

But the Sovict authorities are!
this practice lately, usually be-
cause it is possible to discover
quite early whether defeclors
\are bona fide, Besides, in rome
cascs  the . “phony" | defectors;
confessed their mission and ac-!
tually defected, ;

For all of this, the role of espi-
ohage, including the porfion de-
‘pendent upon defections, shonld
not be exaggerated. By far the
greatest portion of vita] intel-
ligence that comes Into the
hands of government _policy
fm'akelfs . {s ) gzgtlge’red -through'

‘fector, when he is found out.
i Of course, nol all defectors
lare Intelligence agents. In addi-
ition to such intelligence and .
‘serurity men ag Igor Gouzenko,
Pyotr Deravhin and  Nikolai
Kholkthov. -and the Pole, Jo-
sepht Swatlo; the Czech, Fran-
tisek Tisler; the Hungarian,
Bela Lapuznyik, and the Com-
munist Chinese, Chao Fu—the
West gained with Oleg Lanchev-
sky, the Soviet scientist, and
Aleksander Kaznacheev, the So-
viet diplomat,

Greater Coup -
The defection to *Russia o
Brunp Pontegorvo, the British
atomijc scientist, probably was
a greater coup, however, .
And also, many defectors are
not surprise gifts. Many of them
have been operating “in place”
in order to serve from advan-
tagequs positions. When they
seem about to bhe exposed, or|
they tire of their way of life,
they cross over. | )
it is all a devious game,
something like the story of the
two Russians who met at the
railrogad  station, One said he
was traveling {o Minsk.
“Aha,"” came the retort, "you
tell me you are - traveling to
Minsk because you want me to
helieve you are going to Pinsk.
But if you were really going
to Pinsk, you would not have
told me "yod were golng ‘to
Minsk. So why do you lis to
me?" et
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